
	  
	  
July 10, 2017 
 
Dr. Marcus Long, President  
Mount Marty College 
1105 W. 8th Street 
Yankton, SD 57078 
 
Dear President Long:  
 
This letter is formal notification of action taken by the Higher Learning Commission (“HLC” or “the 
Commission”) Board of Trustees (“the Board”) concerning Mount Marty College (“the College” or “the 
institution”). At its meeting on June 29, 2017, the Board voted to continue the accreditation of the College 
and scheduled the institution for monitoring. This action is effective as of the date action was taken. In 
taking this action, the Board considered materials from the College's most recent comprehensive 
evaluation, including but not limited to: the Assurance Filing the College submitted; the report from the 
comprehensive evaluation team; the report of the Institutional Actions Council Hearing Committee; the 
institution’s responses to these reports; and other materials relevant to the evaluation.  
  
The Board required that the College host a focused visit no later than February 2019, specifically 
addressing the following:  

•   Achievement towards a balanced operating budget, with improved working capital and the 
generation of reserves; 

•   Advancement in enrollment management efforts; 
•   The development of a Board-approved debt policy that: 

o   provides guidelines for debt capacity and affordability assessments that includes the 
generation of reserve funding in order to maintain the long-term financial health of the 
College; 

o   provides a framework for allocating the use of debt projects that most support the College’s 
mission and strategic goals; 

o   outlines debt management and risk consideration; and 
o   provides debt reporting guidelines. 

•   The preservation and maintenance of physical assets and progress towards the establishment of a 
capital reserve fund; 

•   Efforts to cultivate new donors and other efforts to increase the endowment fund; 
•   Prudent enrollment and financial management and sufficient support to the educational mission; 

and 
•   Assessment of student learning, including evidence that: 

o   the institutional assessment plan and related documents have been approved by the 
appropriate governing structure(s); 

o   the mapping between courses, programs, and institutional outcomes has been completed and 
submitted by a number of programs; and 

o   assessment data is being gathered, analyzed, and used for the purpose of institutional 
improvement by a significant number of programs across locations and modes of delivery. 

 
The Board maintained the College on the Standard Pathway with its next comprehensive evaluation for 
Reaffirmation of Accreditation in 2022-23. 
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The Board based its action on the following findings made with regard to the College: 
 

The College meets Criterion Four, Core Component 4.A, “the institution demonstrates 
responsibility for the quality of its educational programs,” but with concerns because, while 
programs that accounted for 68% of all graduates (all specialized programs) were being reviewed, 
a small number of the College's programs ceased being reviewed as the institution diverted 
attention to the development of annual program assessments and curriculum mapping to program 
objectives. 

 
The College meets Criterion Four, Core Component 4.B, “the institution demonstrates a 
commitment to educational achievement and improvement through ongoing assessment of 
student learning,” but with concerns because of an apparent lack of sufficient progress on 
fulfilling embedded monitoring expectations around approval of the assessment system through 
faculty governance and an apparent overall lack of data in assessment plans. 

 
The College meets Criterion Five, Core Component 5.A, “the institution’s resource base supports 
its current educational programs and its plans for maintaining and strengthening their quality in 
the future,” but with concerns because the institution has had several years of revenue shortfalls 
leading to operating deficits and has been unable to completely bring its operational budget under 
control. This has resulted in a reduction of available cash and a reliance on the Sacred Heart 
Monastery to provide loans. 
 

The Board action resulted in changes to the affiliation of the College. These changes are reflected on the 
Institutional Status and Requirements Report. Some of the information on that document, such as the 
dates of the last and next comprehensive evaluation visits, will be posted to the HLC website. 
 
Commission policy COMM.A.10.010, Commission Public Notices and Statements, requires that HLC 
prepare a summary of actions to be sent to appropriate state and federal agencies and accrediting 
associations and published on its website. The summary will include HLC Board action regarding the 
College. 
 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I thank you and your associates for your cooperation. Please contact 
your HLC Staff Liaison, Dr. Linnea Stenson, if you have questions about any of the information in this 
letter. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Barbara Gellman-Danley 
President  
 
cc: Chair of the Board of Trustees, Mount Marty College 
 Jane Wood, Vice President of Academic Affairs and Dean of the College, Mount Marty College 
 Evaluation team chair 
 IAC Hearing Committee chair 
 Linnea A. Stenson, Vice President for Accreditation Relations and Director of the AQIP Pathway, 

Higher Learning Commission  
 Karen Peterson Solinski, Executive Vice President for Legal and Governmental Affairs, Higher 

Learning Commission 


